
Vitenfabrikken
The Science Factory

A  new department of Jærmuseet, established 2002, A  new department of Jærmuseet, established 2002, 

new building opened 2008, 4000 sqm, cost 95 MNOK (10,5 mill Euro)

Gro Persson, department manager
Ecsite Conference 2009 Milan



Sandnes

Jærmuseet 
A regional Museum and Science centre

Funding excl Investments: 30, 8 MNOK ( 3,5 M Euro

Government 44 %, County 13,4 %, Municipalities 
24,5%, other income 17%

Stavanger and Jæren region

Vitenfabrikken a new department of :

Vitenfabrikken

Stavanger

Vitengarden
Headquarter 
ofJærmuseet

• Population 0. 27 mill ( Norway 4.7 mill.)

•Main cities 

Stavanger - population 120 000

Sandnes   - population 60 000

•Main industry  

Food and Energy

Oil and Gas exploration

Agriculture



Jærmuseet 

links science and technology exhibits to culture and history

Vitengarden ”The Science Farm”

Modern agriculture
The ”green” sciences
Landscape
Food
- Main exhibitons opened 2002,2005

Vitenfabrikken “The Science Factory”

Regional industry and technology
A museum of Sandnes’ town history
The science of Tools and Materials
Astronomy and Mathematics

- Main exhibitons opened 2008

Jærmuseet – a prize winner  - The Micheletti Award 2009 - The Museum of the year in Norway 2009



Former bicycle 
factory, 1942

Vitenfabrikken - Status 2002 -
Three local museums and their collections – main topics: clay, metal and textile industry. Our 
objective: mediate regional industrial history: clay, textile and metals, to preserve, develope and to do 
research on our collections

Staff: 1,5 person
+ Services from the headquarter of Jaermuseet

Krossen oatflake-mill

Millers house 1898

site for new

Science park

site for new
building

A whole block singled out for museum purpose – created our vision



Partnerships and Media strategy from the start

Timeline :

• 2002 – Vitenfabrikken established, the Leonardo 
exhibition opened. Pilot project start-up;  
”Everybody counts”, a collaborative project

• 2003 – European architecture competition, 
financed and launched. Application to be part of 
the  European Capital of Culture programme

• 2004 - The Norwegian architects Askim og Lantto• 2004 - The Norwegian architects Askim og Lantto
win the architecture competition 

• 2005 – First construction phase fully financed. 
”Everybody counts” opens.

• 2006 – Start up for the opening exhibition: ”Abel’s 
Sketchbook”. Construction phase kick-off 

• 2008 – Completion of new building and the 
opening exhibitions.  

• 2009 – New exhibits in progress. Integrating 
social sciene and historical objects New funding in 
progress.. Construction phase 2 ? 



Events and media coverage important for funding



2007 - important media ”Event” – The sphere comes to townEvent  - Laying down of the foundation ”sphere” 



TOOLS AND MATERIALS

The body as a material and tool to create art

– Genetics (material)
– The brain ( tool)

Extention of the body to create art

Opening exhibition, part of the  European Capital of Culture programme

Extention of the body to create art

Materials
– Wood
– Fibers/Textile
– Clay
– Metal

Tools/Technology used
– Preparation/processing of the materials
– Energy
– Communications/Data/ Logistics, 



An interdisiplinary project group responsible for d evelopment

Important : in-house knowledge –our own unique stor ies :

Advisors; Grant Slinn, science centre advisor - Olle Nordberg, Teknikkens Hus in Luleå
Consultants - Science project, England and Exhibiteers, Canada

Important partners:  Universities, Regional research institutes, the Business community, the Abel and Kavli Foundations, 

Scientists

Craftsmen

Artists

Historians

Mediators

Architect



Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence theory, (1983)
teaching systems that respects different ways of learningInspiration:

From our 

Pilotprojects



Today : Exhibitions under development  - A waterfall as a centerpiece



many uniqe exhibits – developed in collaboration with regional industry 



A meeting place between scientists and school children

The Kavli Prize Laureate 2008 meets pupils at Vitenfabrikken



Opening day - wide involvement from the start - good for business



The Abel Prize winner 2008 opens Vitenfabrikken - on time!



Redcoated factory workers welcome visitors



Planetarium  - 58 seats – Carl Zeiss/ Skymaster ZKP 4 /Powerdome Spacegate



auditorium – restaurant - visitors workshop – reception/museum shop



Strategies as we continue... 
• ”Events” with high media coverage

- Strengthens Vitenfabrikken (science subjects) as a trademark, and increases sponsor interest

• Vitenfabrikken as a regional arena – wide involvement
- Wide involvement and cooperation that gives energi and knowledge to science senter commitment

• Interactive exhibitions – a mix of social science and natural • Interactive exhibitions – a mix of social science and natural 
science. Both objects and phenomena – put into a local and 
historical framework

– ”Homemade” exhibition, because of the desire to create something unique and to keep ”know how” in house.

• Teaching system that respects different ways of learning
– Inspired by the Multiple Intelligence theory, Howard Gardner (1983)

• Planetarium 
– Astronomy, a new main topic in school plan, important angle of approach to encourage interest in scientific subjects



Status funding investments 
1.5.2002 – 2.8.2008

•The Government, 
•Rogaland county council

126,76 M NOK  ( 14, 24 M EURO)
•Rogaland county council
•The municipality of Sandnes
•The municipalities of Jæren  

Private contributors 54, 54 MNOK ( 6,1 M EURO)

Sum total 181,3 MN0K ( 20, 37 M EURO)



Vitenfabrikken Status 2009

Operating budget 10,77 MNOK

Staff for 
operation

13,6 man labour pr year
+ services from the Headquarters of Jaermuseet

Expected visitors 60 000 pr year 
( first year 78 000 visitors !!!)

Expected income 3,7 MNOKExpected income 3,7 MNOK

Exhibition space 3300 sqm
(Oat-flakes Mill /Leonardo da Vinci 1000sqm, Abel Attic 
400sqm, The history of Sandnes 400sqm, Abels Sketch 
book 1500sqm.)

Total space 5800 sqm
Includes planetarium, visitors workshop, museum shop, cafe, 
archives, wardrobes, toilets, meeting  room and space for mobile 
exhibitions, storage rooms, workshops



Continue to have fun …


